NEE SOON SOUTH — LUNAR NEW YEAR HONGBAO FOR THE ELD ERLY & NEEDY

On a bright and cheerful morning of 24" Jan 2010, a group of elderly and needy folks gathered at the Nee
Soon South Community Club to await the arrival of Er Lee Bee Wah, MP for Ang Mo Kio GRC & Adviser
to Nee Soon South GROs. Promptly at 9.00am, she arrived to distribute red packets after a short

address.
We append below excerpts of her speech.

“For most of us, Chinese New Year is a joyous time for a family reunion, enjoying scrumptious Chinese
delicacies and basking in the delightful festivities donning new clothes. Yet amid all the fanfare and
celebration we have to pause and think of those who may for reasons outside of their control find difficulty

in meeting the daily needs, let alone to have a rowdy celebration at this time of the year.

We all know that last year some families have to go through difficult times but with the help of the
government many were able to overcome the challenges. So too with those who are financially
disadvantaged in our midst, we have to stand together with them and assist them so that they too can
emerge victorious. It is important that in helping the less fortunate we must be mindful that they are not
what they are because they want it to be. Rather, often it is circumstances that put them where they are
and it is beyond their control. What we have to do is to provide them with whatever assistance we can so
that they can continue to live out their lives with dignity and pride. Many of those invited here are elderly.
If you look at them, you will note that once they were like all of us — healthy, energetic and full of vision
and hope. They too had aspirations and dreams. While | must admit that we may not be in a position to
make their dreams come true, at least if we band together, like we do today, we can ensure that at least

they can sleep peacefully knowing that the community do care for them.

| urge all of you, who are able-bodied and working, to think of what other ways we can work together to
help this group of elderly needy residents. We need to do more than just meet them during festive
occasions. We need to provide them with the social and psychological interaction so that their other social

needs as humans can be met.

Let's make today the beginning of many more days ahead that we will be spending time with them and
socializing with them. | thank the organizers for making this event a success. | wish everyone a Happy

and Prosperous New Year”



Singing to entertain the matinee show while Er Lee presents token of appreciation to a generous sponsor
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Here’s another whilst these old folks check out their goodie bags



Donors accompany Er Lee to present hongbaos filled with cash
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